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BOHOUGH  OB  BBIDGl'VATER 


AMUAI  EEPOET  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
, OEPICeR  OE  HEilLTH,  EOR  1945, 

health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Bridgv/ater, 

July,  1946 

TO:  ■ 

THE  MAYOR,  ALDERI-LCH  & CCITHCILIORS  OE  THE  BOROUGH  OE  BRIDG.iATSR 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  fifth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health'  of  the  Borough. 

The  vital  statistics  show  that  the  birth  rate  remains  high 
compared  with  rates  during  the  past  decade,  though  it  is  slightly 
lower  than  last  year’s  figure;  the  death  rate  is  alinost  unchanged; 
and  the  infant  mortality  figure  of  37,59  is  extreraely  low. 

1 wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee,  and  to  all  members  of  the  Council’s  staff 
for  their  assistance  during  the  yoa:.*:^ 

I ant,  Mj.,  Mayor,  Dadies  and  Gentlemen, 
Xoun’Mfbedi-errtr  Eeivant, 

G » H . 


(1) 


STATISTICS  POR  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Area  (acrea)  , , . ^ ^ 

Population  (Registrar  General  s estimate; 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  Dec.  1940 
Rateable  value  on  31 st  Dec,  1945 
Sum  represented  by  a Id,  rate  on  3lst  Dec, 


1945 


1,893 
19,620 
5,277 
£127 , 921 
£ 509 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 


Male 

Pemale 

Total 

170 

175 

345 

28 

26 

54 

198 

201 

399 

.L-u— 

population 

20.3 

Still  Births  ,*•  ...  .»•  ^ ,,,  15 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  36^23 

Death  Rate  - Total  number  of  deaths  261 

A^ate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  .,  13.30 

^0  comparability  factor  available  for  1945,  The  above 
uncorrected  rate  would  probably  be  appreciably  lov^er  if  corrected 
for  age  and  sex  distribution. 


Puerperal  Deaths. 


Deaths  Rate  per  l.CPO 

births 


Prom  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Prom  other  maternal  causes 


Infantile  ^'^ortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Degitimate  ...  12 

Illegitimate  3 


Rate  f.or  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  37,59 

Rate  for  all  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  34,78 

Rate  for  all  illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  55.55 


Other  Deaths 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  29 

" " Measles  (all  ages)  , 

” " Whooping  Cough, (all  ages) 

" ” Diarrhoea  ( under  2 years  of  age  ) ,.,  - 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1945. 


Cause  of  Death 

M 

P 

Total 

All  causes 

133 

128 

261 

1,  Typhoid  and  ^’aratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Eever 

3.  Scarlet  Eever' 

MW 

Y/ho oping  Cough 

— 

— 

W 

5.  Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

5 

6 

11 

7.  Other  forras  of  Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

6 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

w. 

9.  Influenza 

lO.  Measles 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polidencephalitis: 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

13,  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity,  oesophagus  (m) 

uterus  (f ) 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

14 e Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

3 

5 

15c  Cancer  of  breast 

» 

4 

4 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

lO 

7 

17 

17.  Diabetes 

2 

2 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

18 

24 

42 

19,  Heart  Disease 

37 

38 

75 

20.  Other  disease  of  the  circulatory  system 

3 

4 

7 

21.  Bronchitis 

7 

6 

13 

22,  Rneumonia 

3 

3 

-■  6 

23.  Other  respiratory  disease 

4 

2 

6 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

25.  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

— 

- — 

26,  Appendicitis 

- 

- 

27.  Other  digestive  disease  : 

1 

3 

4 

28.  ^^ephritis  

4 

3 

7 

29.  Ruerperal  and,  post-abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

30,  0-tiier  mateinai  causes 

— 

31.  Rremature  birth 

2 

•> 

2 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries,  etc 

. 5 

2 

V 

33.  ouicide 

— 

- 

— 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

2 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

3 

3 

6 

36.  All  other  aauses 

14 

18 

32 

GENERAL  PROVISION  Qg  HEjILTH  SEWIQES 

EOR  THE  AREA 

f 

The  general,  arrangements  as  regards  Hospitals,  Cliiiics,  Treatment 
Centres  and  Ambularide  facilities  are  as  described  in  the  MedicaL 
Of fid er' s ' Report  for  1944*  i 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INPECTIOUS  AND  OONTAGIOTTS 
T DlbEA'S'ES,  ' . 

The  following  table  sets  out  the: cases  of  notifiable  diseases  ' | 
that  occurred  in  th'e  Borough  during  1945.  The  table  is  drawn  up  ! 

after  making  the  necessary  amendments i, to  the  original  notifications  ! 
owing  to  corrections  in  diagnosis  by  either  tlie  practitioners  or  the'  - 
Medic'll  Officers  at  the  Isolation  Hospitals s- 

f ' ? ' 

V V t ' . , 
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Total  Uo.  of  Cases. 


Disease 


35 
7 

52 
83 
7 
2 
1 

5 ' 

11 
9 

2 

214 

I Tlie  seven  cases  of  diplatlieria  include  three  in  adults,  and 

I four  in  children  under  the  age  of  15.  There  v^as  one  death  - a 
hoy  of  11,  who  had  not  hjeen  iiomunised. 

! 

■ Small -cox  Contacts . 

During  the  past  few  years  one  or  more  cases  of  small-pox  have 
j arisen  on  hoard  a number  of  homev7ard  hound  ships.  Contacts  of 

i such  cases  vdio  are  allowed  to  proceed  to  their  destinations  are 
; kept  under  surveillance  for  a period  of  14  days  after  arrival, 

) 

j This  most  important  precaution  has  again  necessitated  a 

considerahle  numher  of  visits  to  contacts  whose  homes  are  in 
: Bridgwater. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  follo\7ing  table  shows  the  numher  of  children  who  completed 
, a course  of  immunisation  during  the  yearj- 
i 

I 


Age  -under  5 years 

Age  5-15  years 

Total 

251- 

163 

414 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  required  the 
completion  of  a form  setting  out  the  total  number  of  children  at 
different  ages  ¥/ho  had  been  immunised  up  to  December  31st.  The 
following  table  is  taken  from  this  form;- 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1945. 


1 ' 
Age  at  31.12.45  j 
I i.e.  born  in  j 

j year  . 

Underl-i 

1945 

f-  - 

: 1 

1944 

2 

1943 

4.— ^ 

3 ‘ 

1942 

4 

1941 

5-9 

1936-4C 

10  - 14 

1931-35 

Total 

Under' 

15.; 

1 i 

1 Humber  immunise dj 
1 * 

141 

169 

200 

203 

■1,140 

1,484 

3,337 

j 

Estimated  mid-  j 
year  population,! 

1 1945.  j 

'".I 

I786O 

■r  — ' — 

- - - 

— — 3 , 

370  - - 

15,230 

Scarlet  Dever 
Diphtheria 
Wlio  oping  Cough 
Measles 

Acute  Pneuaionia 
Cerebro -spinal  fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Heonatorun 
lysentry 


The  best  method  of  protection  is  to  give  each  child  two 
immunising  injections  at  one  year  of  ago,  and  a third  reinforcing 
injection  early  in  school  life. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  in  this  Borough  to  invite 
parents  to  bring  their  children  for  this  reinforcing  injection 
at  5 vears  of  age,  and  during  1945  the  number  attending  for  this 
was  IO9, 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  are  available  at  the 
Health  Department  during  ordinary  office  hours,  and  a small 
stock  is  also  held  at  Bridg’/i/ater  folic e Station  and  is 
available  at  any  hour. 

jltiberoulosis 

There  were  44  cases  of  respiratory  and  13  cases  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  notified  during  'hie  yes-r.  The  figure 
for  respiratory  cases  is  ten  less  than  the  previous  yeo.r. 

Scabies 

The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  nmiber  of  cases  trea.ted  at 
the  Old  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  past  four  years j- 


1942 

19M 

1944 

1945 

Male  Adults 

85 

58 

34 

36 

female  Adults 

128 

71 

122 

98 

Children 

398 

3&6 

26;l 

3Q2. 

.515, 

417 

456 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  incidence  is  practica,lly  the 
same  as  in  1944.  In  last  years  report  I mentioned  that  I 
considered  it  to  be  unlikely  that  the  area  would  be  as  completely 
free  from  the  contagion  as  in  pre-war  years  for  some  considerable 
time,  and  these  figures  a,gain  suggest  that  this  vail  be  the  case. 

Verminous  Conditions 

The  Cleansing  Station  for  the  treatment  of  verminous 
conditions,  which  was  opened  in  dune  1943,  continued  to  serve 
a useful  purpose.  The  attendances  were  as  follows 


Huaber  of 
individuals 

Attendances 

Adults  - ■/: 

34 

66 

Children  of 
school  age 

334 

657 

Children  under 

5 yea,rs  of  age 

2 

4 

Total 

370 

727,- 

, - - - ■ 
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SANITAEI  CIRCmiSMCES  OF  THE  ARE^ 


1,  Wat  sr 

Regiilar  bacteriologioal  exaninatioiis  ]a^.ve  been  nade  of  both 
the  raw  water  and  of  the  v/ater  going  into  supply. 

Full  details  of  the  supply  were  given  in  last  years  report. 

11.  Frainage  and  Sewerage. 

A c.oraprshensive  schene  involving  the  laying  of  new  sewers 
and  th,e  provision  of  sewage  disposal  works  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers, 

111.  Sv/iinning  Baths 

As  in  previous  years  supervision  was  naintained  over  the 
condition  of  the  water  in  the  swinging  baths, 

iV,  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 

. Fetails  of  this  work  are  shown  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector's  report. 


! 


I 

i 


i 
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ANmJAL  RjiPORa:  op  tie  CHIEP  3ANIT71EI  INdPEOTOR 

FOR  1945 


TO: 

The  Mayor,  Aldennen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Bridgv^atcr 

- .* 

Mr.  Mayor,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

have  the  honour  to  suhmit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1945,  This  report  is  still  of  necessity 
very  curtailed. 


Complaint  s « 

During  the  year,  138  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts,  and  in  addition  there 
v/ere  44  complaints  of  rat  infestation* 

fn  only  4 cases  were  Statutory  Notices  served  and  in  no 
instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

Housing. 

169  houses  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  halving  housing 
defects  remedied  .whilst  11  houses  were  systematically  inspected 
under  the  Housing  Regulations,  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in 
respect  of  these  11  houses,  a list  of  the  defects  found  and 
remedied  is  given  in  the  summary  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

Ov/ing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  it  is  still 
difficult  to  secure  adequate  repairs  and  in  most  cases  it  ha.s 
become  impossible  to  give  a time  limit  in  which  repa-irs  must  be 
carried  out. 

Schedules  of  houses  to  be  demolished  Imve  been  draavn  up  and 
so  far  over  350  houses  have  been  listed  for  demolition  a.s  soon  as 
sufficient  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

The  investigation  of  applications  for  Council  houses,  where 
housing  defects  or  serious  over-crowding  was  alleged,  has  been 
carried  out_  during  the  year,  and  in  co-operation  vath  the 
Officer  of  Health  a priority  list  of  such  applica,tions  drawn  up. 
This  work  increased  so  ir.pidly  that  the  Town  Council  wisely 
decided  to  appoint  a Housing  Manager. 

Overcrowding 

Overcrowding  is  still  increasing  and  because  of  war-tliie 
conditions  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  abatement  except 
in  the  most  serious  cases.  The  majority  of  cases  are  due  to 
young  persons  marrying  during  the  w-ar  and  remaining  at  home  with 
the  result  that  tv/o  or  three  families  are  now  occupying  a house 
only  suited  for  one  family.  Three  cases  have  been  abated  during 
the  year. 


Verminous  Premises 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  verminous  has  remained  a,t 
22,  the  same  figure  as  in  1944. 

Meat  and  Poods 


Under  the  GovemiiiGitit  Scheme,  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at 
Weston-ouper-Mare,  and  therefore  the  only  meat  inspection  is  that 
of  pigs  for  home  consumption,  casualties  and  the  inspection  of 
meat  at  the  butchers’  shops. 
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A large  quantity  of  other  foods  has  been  condcxmod  and 
in  this  connection  over  250  visits  have  been  paid  to  grocers 
and  sinilar  shops.  The  following  Is  a list  of  food  condenned:- 


Beef 
Offal 
Wet  Bish 
Canned  Bish 
Coamed  Meat 
Canned  Bruit 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Soup 
'.Canned  MiiJc 
Bish  and  Meat  Paste 
Pickles  and  Sauces 
Cheese 
Bacon  ■ ' 

Butter 

Sugar 

Jan 

Dried  Bruit 
Cereals  and  Oatnsal 
Blour 
Bice 

Chocolate 
Cruiupet  s 
Bi  scuits 
Bish  Cakes 
Bggs 

Mac.aroni 
Other  Boods 


10  Its. 

5 lbs. 

5 G.wt.  56  lbs. 
217  tins 

461  tins 

6 tins 
36  tins 
71  tins 

622  tins 
26  jars 
14  jars 
46  lbs, 

92  IbSo  ' 

9 lbs. 

11  lbs 

88  tins  and  jars 
22li  lbs. 

3 cwt.  28  lbs. 
91  lbs. 

40  lbs, 

23  lbs. 

39  doa . 

42  lbs. 

66  doz. 

8 doz . 

110  lbs. 

1 cwt.  34  lbs. 


BOots.  and  Mice  Destruction  Act, 


The  systenatic  deatiaiction  of  rats  and  nice  is  proceeding 
fairly  satisfactorily.  There  are  two  fully  trained  Bodent 
Operators  on  the  staff  and  block  control  is  being  carried  out. 
There  is  a certain  anount  of  apathy  on  the  part  of  occupiers 
of  premises  to  report  infestations,  due,  I fear  to  the  system  > 
of  charging  for  work  done.  At  the  time  'of  writing  this. report 
a scheme  is  being  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  which  s.hould 
overcome  this  apathy. 


simriABi. 

Inspections  na  de  during  the  year. 
General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply.  32 

Drainage  125 

Common  Bodging  Houses  2 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Factories  i 37 

Public  Conveniences  9 

Bats  'and  Mic  e 114 

Shops  ^ 194 

Swimming  .Baths  36 

Miscellar  e )us  24 


(a) 


PouSjLfiA 


Houses  inspected  mider  Public  Health  Acts  169 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  422 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Actfs  ll 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  11 

Houses  inspected  in  connection  with 

ovorcj^owding  26 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  28 

Venninous  prenises  inspected  22 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  prenises  32 

Miscellaneous  13 

Infectious  Disease 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  41 

Visits  re  disinfection  4 

^ ‘ 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Visits  to  Slaughterliouses  80 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  14 

Visits  to  other  prenises  for  neat 

inspection  , 15 

Visits  to  Butchers  54 

Visits  to  Dishnongers  and  Poulterers  15 

Visits  to  Grocers  153 

Visits,  to  Greengrocers  and  Pruiterers  8 

Visits  to  Confectioners  4 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  21 

Visits  to  Pried  Pish  Shops  8 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  ,22 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Miik  Shops  32 

Visits  to  Ice  crean  Prenises  22 

Visits  to  Restaur^nte.  lO 

Visits  to  Pood  Preparing  Prenises  19 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sanpling 

Milk  Bacteriological  7 

Milk  Tubercle  Bacilli  6 

Miscellaneous  32 

Explosives 

Visits  in  comection  with  explosives  20 


Visits  in  connection  with  petroleun  spirit 


Aork  Done 


Conplaints  Investigated 
Eat  conpl-'^ints  investigated 
Choked  drains  and  sewers  cleared 
Brcuins  relaid 
Brains  repaired 
Inspection  chanbers  provided 
Defective  water  closets  repaired 
Defective  roofs  repaired 
Defective  windows  repaired 


138 

44 

35 

4 

7 

7 

13 

17 

9 


Defective  eavesgutters  and  downpipes  repair-ed  14 
Defective  walls  repaired 
Defective  plastering  repaired 
Defective  firegrates  and  ranges  repaired 
Defective  coppers  repaired 
Defective  doors  repaired 
Defective  chinneys  repaired 
Defective  flush  cisterns  repair 
Defective  washhouses  repaired 
D.ef  ec re  ooi.lj  ngs  repaired 
Deff^^tive  stairs'^ ses  repaired 


^d  or  renewed 


5 
15 
4 
‘ 2 
4 

3 
1 
2 

15 

4 
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Defective  floors  repaired 
Dampness  remedied 
Ceilings  vviii toned 
Roolis  distempered  or  papered 
Roul  accumulations  removed 
Ov-ercrov^ding  abated 
Verminous  premises  cleansed 
Premises  disinfested  from  rats  or 

mic  e 

Mr.  "-‘^ayor,  D^gies  and  Grentlemen, 


1 

3 

11 

10 

5 

3 

16 

44- 


Your  obedient  Serve-ntj, 

R,K,  LMN, 

Chief  Ca-nitary  Inspector. 


